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Goal
Reduce the burden of disease and inequity in health attributable to

environmental risks in the Region.

Objective
Strengthen the capacity of health actors in all sectors to address and adapt

to EDH, prioritizing populations living in situations of vulnerability.
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Events detected by national surveillance system
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Observed and potential impacts of COVID-19 on
the environment and climate change
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Number of Daily Exposures to Cleaners and Disinfectants Reported to US Poison
Centers — United States, January-March 2018, 2019, and 20202
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3 Increase in exposures to cleaners on January 29, 2020, came from an unintentional exposure to a cleaning agent
within a school.
Source: MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2020,69(16):496-498.
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THE EPH TECHNICAL
RESPONSE TO COVID-19

ATER, SANITATI AND HYGI TANDARDS IN HEALTH CARE FACILITI
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- Environmental public health policy processes informal and
ambiguous

- Environmental public health only slightly integrated in other
health sector policies

- Chronic shortage of human, technical, and financial resources

- Policies in sectors with relevance to health set without
recognition of their impacts on environmental public health



What have we learnt from the Pandemic in
EPH?

Environmental Public Health is not well integrated into the actions of the Health Systems, although
it is essential to ensure the protection of the health of the population and the prevention of

diseases
Personal hygiene (hand washing, respiratory etiquette) is not within cultural norms.

There are no technical, human and financial resources for proper hand hygiene or infection
prevention in health facilities

The management of hospital waste is limited in most countries, increasing the risk of infections

Community knowledge about the safe use of chemicals is inadequate to protect the population
from accidental poisonings

Ventilation in closed environments tends to be poor

Many countries do not have experience in wastewater epidemiology which is important not only for
the pandemic but for antimicrobial resistance and communicable disease surveillance.
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What should we do in EPH to prepare for future
situations?

» Advocate for the importance of environmental public health in health systems and responses
to outbreaks through active presence in sector tables and strengthening of intersectoral tables
(WASH)

« Strengthen Public Environmental Health entities in the countries to better integrate them into
the response

* Implement environmental public health analysis of health facilities and disseminate their
results widely

« Advocate in an integrated way with water and sanitation entities so that no one is left behind,
and that everyone has access to safe water and sanitation services and appropriate solid
waste collection systems

» Ensure the availability of information on environmental public health and environmental
infrastructure indicators through an integrated environmental public health information system

#UniversalHealth ‘ 21




A shared responsibility

Call to action

Partnerships
and
knowledge

Stakeholder
engagement

v'Call to action to the environmental
public health community to lead

v'Use of the power of partnerships
and knowledge

v'Engagement of all relevant
stakeholders
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