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United Nations Policy Briefs on COVID-19

Link:

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un

.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_co

vid-

19_and_older_persons_1_may

_2020.pdf

Link:

https://www.un.org/developm

ent/desa/disabilities/wp-

content/uploads/sites/15/202

0/05/sg_policy_brief_on_per

sons_with_disabilities_final.p

df

Link:

https://unsdg.un.org/resources/

policy-brief-covid-19-and-need-

action-mental-health

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/05/sg_policy_brief_on_persons_with_disabilities_final.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/policy-brief-covid-19-and-need-action-mental-health


COVID-19 impact on older persons

Source: UNSG (2020). Policy Brief: The impact of COVID-19 on older persons
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf


• Majority of LTC residents are old, frail, care 

dependent with pre-existing conditions

• Most common neurological conditions in LTC are 

based on study in Canada1

• Dementia

• Parkinson’s disease

• Epilepsy

• Traumatic brain injury.

→ higher risk of infection, difficulties adhering to 

IPC/hygiene, restricted visits from family  

Reference: 1 https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/1472-6963-14-29

COVID-19 
and pre-
existing 
conditions 
in long-
term care 
(LTC)

https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/1472-6963-14-29


COVID-19 and disruption of 

services

References: e.g.

Allegri 2020; Cenzato et al, 2020; Morelli et al, 2020; Papa et al, 2020;

Multiple reports for disruptions of 

services for:

Dementia

Stroke 

Neurosurgery

Disruptions also expected for:

Parkinson’s disease

Multiple sclerosis

Epilepsy
Link:

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/covid-19-

operational-guidance-for-maintaining-essential-

health-services-during-an-outbreak

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/covid-19-operational-guidance-for-maintaining-essential-health-services-during-an-outbreak


Responding to the needs of older 
adults and people with dementia

Source: IASC (2020). Operational considerations for multisectoral mental health and psychosocial support 

programmes during the COVID-19 pandemic
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/iasc-guidance

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/iasc-guidance


WHO resources to support older adults

Link:

https://www.who.int/publications/i/ite

m/clinical-management-of-covid-19

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/clinical-management-of-covid-19


Regional resources to support older adults

Link:

http://www.emro.w

ho.int/mhps/index.

html

https://www.mwbs-sear.net/recommendations#h.bpmqjuzf741x
http://www.emro.who.int/mhps/index.html
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A tool to strengthen countries’ health information 
system

Dr. Tarun Dua

WHO’s Global Dementia 
Observatory

Global action plan on the public health response 
to dementia 2017-2025

www.who.intUCN |  MSD | Brain | Dementia 



Global action plan on the public health
response to dementia

QR code to access global 

dementia action planLink:

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/259615/9789241513487-

eng.pdf;jsessionid=4A03F56B981BBECA862615643D2D555E?sequence

=1

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/259615/9789241513487-eng.pdf;jsessionid=4A03F56B981BBECA862615643D2D555E?sequence=1


Strategic links to other global and regional
plans
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Vision Goal

A world in which dementia 

can be prevented and 

people with dementia and 

their carers can live well 

and receive the care and 

supports they need to 

fulfil their potential with 

dignity, respect, 

autonomy and equality.

To improve the lives of 

people with dementia, 

their carers and families, 

while decreasing the 

negative impact of 

dementia on them as well 

as on communities and 

countries.

Global Action Plan on the Public Health 

Response to Dementia 2017-2025



Proposed country actions to support the 

implementation of the global dementia action plan

National 
dementia 
plan 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

PRIORITY

AWARENESS & 

FRIENDLINESS

RISK 

REDUCTION
INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS

RESEARCH & 

INNOVATION

Legal 
frameworks

Awareness 
raising 
campaigns

Financial 
resources 

Dementia-
friendly 
initiatives 
(DFI) Risk reduction 

training for 
primary care 
staff

Link to other 
NCD 
programmes

Integrated, 
person-centred, 
care from 
diagnosis to 
death

Train 
workforce

Strengthen primary 
care & community-
based services

Train 
workforce in 
managing 
carer stress

Strengthen 
carer training, 
education & 
support

Include 
dementia 
indicators in 
HMIS 

Collect and use 
key dementia 
data

National 
dementia 
research 
agenda

Invest in research 
& capacity 
building

Foster 
technology 
& innovation

DIAGNOSIS, 

TREATMENT & CARE
SUPPORT FOR 

CARERS

Media 
campaign on 
risk reduction

75% Member 
States have 
national plans

100% Member States 
have awareness 
raising campaigns

50% have DFIs

Member States 
reach NCD 
targets

50% Member States 
reach at least 50% 
diagnostic rate

75% Member 
States provide carer
training and 
support

50% Member States 
collect and report on 
key dementia 
information

Double research 
output

WHO’s Global Dementia Observatory (GDO): the global monitoring and accountability mechanism

Global targets for 2025



WHO tools

to support the 
implementation of the 
global dementia action 
plan



mhGAP toolkit
for health & community 

workers

Dementia-friendly 

toolkit

Dementia as public health priority

Dementia awareness & friendliness

Dementia risk reduction

Dementia treatment, care & 
support

Support for dementia carers

Information systems for dementia

Dementia research & innovation

Tools/resources

Policy guidance

Dementia risk 

reduction guidelines

iSupport

GDO e-tool and 

platform

Dementia research 

blueprint

WHO activities to support Member States

G
lo

b
a

l 
D

e
m

e
n

ti
a

 O
b

s
e

rv
a

to
ry

 (
G

D
O

)



Towards a dementia plan : a 
WHO guide

• A step-by-step guide to creating a national dementia plan

http://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/dementia/policy_guidance/en/

Using the information collected through GDO to inform policy making

http://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/dementia/policy_guidance/en/


The Global Dementia 
Observatory (GDO)

http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.dementia

01
Country support 
in providing better care for people with 
dementia and to reduce the disease 
burden and cost

02
Evidence-based decision making
Support countries in service planning 
and policy making and strengthen 
their capacity 

03 Monitor progress
within countries and globally

04
Knowledge exchange (KE)
Sharing of best practices through a 
knowledge exchange platform

coming in 2020!

The GDO framework

Monitoring mechanism for the Global Dementia Action Plan

http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.dementia


GDO data collection (June 2020)

Green: submitted (n=55)

Yellow: in progress (n=38)

Red: not started

61% of world 

population covered

GDO population coverage by country income level: 

high-income 79%; upper middle-income 68% ; lower middle-income 59% ; low-income 1%.



• In 5 interactive modules, dementia carers learn:

iSupport – online training for 
dementia carers
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/324794

• What is dementia

• How to be a carer

• How to look after themselves

• How to provide everyday care and

• How to manage behaviour

changes

Hardcopy manual available!

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/324794


COVID-19: supporting caregivers of people with 

dementia 



• Some modifiable risk factors are linked to 

dementia and shared with other NCDs*

• 20-30% of dementia cases could be prevented

• What can policy-makers, health-care providers 

and patients do to reduce dementia risk?

WHO dementia risk reduction 
guidelines
https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/dementia/guidelines_risk_reduction/en/

Lifestyle & behaviour

interventions

Interventions for health 

conditions
Specific interventions

Lack of evidence

Limited evidence

* NCDs: noncommunicable diseases

Key recommendations:

https://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/dementia/guidelines_risk_reduction/en/


GDO knowledge exchange platform

Join the GDO peer review network:

https://extranet.who.int/dataform/456967?lang=en

Submit a 

resource:

• Platform to 

share good 

practices for 

dementia

• E.g. policies, 

guidelines, 

tools, training 

material, case 

studies, local 

practices

https://extranet.who.int/dataform/456967?lang=en


Any questions?

Thank you!

Contact us:

Dr Katrin Seeher
seeherk@who.int

Stéfanie Fréel

freels@who.int


